
 
 

 2017 Project Support II – Panel Results and Comments 

 Collective Arts Network 

 
  

 

Your Project Title: Growing the Pie: Investigative Reports on Strategies for extending the reach of the NEO 

art Market 

Your Project Summary: CAN proposes a year-long series of investigative reports to illuminate current 

efforts to build the Northeast Ohio art audience and market,  locally, nationally, and internationally. 

Specific projects include collaborative audience development, the planned international 2018 FRONT 

Festival,  and individual artist and gallery efforts to reach new markets. Professional arts writers will 

research, interview, and develop consumer-oriented stories about what this important work means to 

our city. 

Final Score: Somewhat. Overall, the panel found that the applicant provided some evidence throughout 

the application that the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $4000 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     

Shin Yu Pai      
(Seattle, WA) 

Ernest Disney-Britton 
(Indianapolis, IN) 

Al Jacobsen 
(Pittsburgh, PA) 

Leah Bowe                
(St. Paul, MN) 

Giuseppe Taurino 
(Houston, TX) 

 

Below you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the question: 

With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s three 

funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
Dan McLaughlin    Roshi Ahmadian 
manager – project support  associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     rahmadian@cacgrants.org 

 216-515-8303 x101   216-515-8303 x109  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2017%20PS%20II%20Panel%20Guide%20for%20Web%20with%20Panelists.pdf
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Score: Somewhat 

Comment: I recommend the Collective Arts Network's project, Growing the Pie: Investigative Reports on 

Strategies for extending the reach of the NEO art Market, for partial funding. While I feel the CAN itself 

certainly fills the criteria for receiving CAC's funding, this project strikes me as the foundation of a project 

that might benefit the public rather than a project that fortifies public benefit. What really swayed me in 

this application towards a Somewhat instead of a no was the inclusion of CAN's frankly fantastic journal - 

and the fact that the journal is apparently made free to the public in public gathering and art spaces. The 

journal itself strikes me as something that is entirely for the public benefit and clearly adds to the cultural 

and artistic vibrancy of the community. I didn't get a strong sense that the investigative project applied 

for here in its self fulfills those goals, but, if the project is tied directly to the journal - I can see that it 

might. I think CAN needs to clarify this. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: YES - This application is a perfect match for the funding criteria. This is a collaborative effort 

by dozens of art organizations that has sustained a growing membership and program outreach leading 

to this investigative reporting opportunity. The applicant, CAN demonstrates a strong public benefit by 

showing that they clearly understand who they serve and why. They also use that knowledge to drive their 

communication aims, as per their mission/founding but also in this project to explore/promote economic 

prosperity for the visual arts in North East Ohio. Established in 2012 by the arts community to meet a 

communications need of that community, this project continues that growth.  They've also provided 

evidence for the artistic vibrancy of the writers targeted, and they have the organizational capacity. I 

would, however, have liked a budget note of explanation for the $4,000 in-kind contribution. It represents 

too large a percentage of the overall budget to have no explanation. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, this application meets the funding criteria. You have a varied membership and the idea 

behind the project itself demonstrates deep knowledge of your community. You hire professional 

journalists and your message is inspirational for your members/readers. Finally, you demonstrate capacity 

and have a measurable goal. Your budget has one inconsistency: you mention contributed income from 

donors, but do not show that in the budget, only in-kind support. 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 4 
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Comment: Somewhat - this is a capacity-building project for an arts/industry journal that seeks to do 

research and publish its findings for its membership to expand artists' and organizational capacity. The 

journal is distributed free at multiple locations.  The editors plan on soliciting high quality administrators 

and arts professionals for the planned project. More information on the demographic readership, the 

membership of the org, and stats on the authors (race, ethnicity) would have been useful in terms of 

better understanding who is being served and impacted. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, this application meets the funding criteria, though it goes about doing so in a unique 

manner. Despite the fact the applicant is not applying for a grant in support of an actual event or series 

of events that directly serve a physical audience, the scope of the project will potentially provide a great 

service to the community on the whole. I admire the manner in which the applicant is seeking to address 

a fundamental issue in its community - sustainability for the arts - by leveraging its reach and partners to 

serve a broad community base that extends beyond any one organization's audience. If successful, I 

believe the project would make a significant contribution to lively neighborhoods, while inspiring 

communities to think creatively about how to perpetuate the presence of the arts and artists throughout 

the region. Previous success, and the clear articulation of what the current project entails, leads me to 

feel confident in the applicant's organizational capacity to see this project through. 

 

 

Panelist 5 


